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ON GETTING OUT Of PRIS:)N John 8,25-36 

On TuoodeV ~o ••ok, our. cltlz.no .111 hov. 0 

chance to vota on the construct n of a city county 18w­

enforcement center. I un ratand it ,ttU house offices 

for tha city and county •• offici~e 8e .all as a jail for 

the city and county. All that, ) understand, without addi­
tional eoet to tha a.paying public. It .ae~ to me that 

an arrirrlll!lltiva v ta by all 18 in order anp'~uld go a long 

way to g1vin9 to Denieon one of the most up to date faeiiitie 

in the arall. 
I 

But that i. not the kind of prison that I heve in 

mind this morning rather the priaona of our a.n deviainga 

Ae a background of our thinking .a tUDn to John 8,25-36. John 

racords the worda of jeeus: -If you abide in my word you ~~_ 

shell knoll the truth and the truth shell rneke you free M 
• 

In th••a deya of chaotic living we anceae our.alvae in a clou 

of confusion. We re.trict our aoritual vitality, wa aheckle 

our••lva. by the littl..... of our .pirit.. But Je.us aaid 

if •• abide in his truth we ar. fread. freedom i. an out­

growth of divine truth. Now let us not lasv. this in the 

abatract, and think only in tarms of vague thoughts, but 

rathar l.t us try to bring this d~n whar••e live. How do 

.e imprieon our••lvs.? Let us think about J wey•• 

1. We i~ri.on our•• lve. by lacking purpos. in lifa. To 
discover ours.lvaa .e must loes oura.lv... Je.us said that t. 
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find your life you must ' lose your lita. It is in effect a 

deeth end resurrection effeir. The old men dies; the new men 

rises to life to give himself to high and holy purposes. Too 

many or us ere living far purposes which are selrish only. 

Purposes thst a worthy of Chrhtiene must be centered in Chris 

Much of whet we do centers elsewhers and consequently lacks 

the vitelity of divine purpose. Mast of what we do centers 

around men, his whims, his prejudicas, his desires with no 

effort being ll'ede to relste these to God's wUl. Consequently 

many of us live lives which have no lestin~ purpose. 

w. are leck old ~111ie who wae a large church custodian. 

He was asked one time how it wes possible to work for 80 many 

people. • so ~ny bosses tal ling hiM to put tablas here end 

chairs there; sweep here and do this and that. Willi. saids 

"I find it very simpla. I just shift my mind into neutral end 

I go whau I am pushecr'. Lots of us ere Uke that. We dri§t 

with the currents of life•• we dress slika, heri styles era 

alike, we play the sama ge~s, we reed the same bOOks. we lie-

tan to the seme music • wa do all the things that everyone 

else does. If the hemline goes lCl an inch, up g088 ours i if it 

drops a cot..pla of inches down g08S ours. We neve los tour 

individuality and with it our unique purpose in lifs. 

Paul had a singleness of purpose. Hh wsa to preach 

the gospel . "This ona thing I do" Preaching the gospel might 



3not ba your purpose. but that wee Paula high.st aspiratIon. 

Ha, 8S Jt.~. could b. In the Inidst of II! crowd and yat elo... 

aa on a ~••rt ieland. for him the purpose of his lif. we. 

, 

Our nead 18 for a ourpoa. In life which captivate. our 

spirits. We need a purpose that thrill. our minds and taka. 

hold of Our thoughte. 1M ,....d lIolI'I8thing that drews out the vary 

bast In us ••• not ao".. nernby pamby idee that 18 not worth the 

.ffort, but aome eerth aheking idee .tich 1. worth living for, 

end if need ba, worth dying for. 

2. Thara la a a.and way In which we imprison our­

8.1'1/88. We do it by thinking of God ea baing remota. The 

Psalmist said "Whet Is ~n that thou art mindful of him?" The 

modern age tends to raleget. Cod to II co~ner of the universe 

and place him in retirement. Tn. paraonel touch Is lacking 

In our time••• lIve in an age of depersonalization. Auto~tion 

co~ut.rs, aaaembly linea. The pride of craft~nlhip ie gone. 

And .e heve deperonalized Cod too. And that make. Cod 

unreal to us. Cod for us i8 at best abstract. Novelists neve 

referred to hi~ various .ays. Ona hes celled hiM an Oblong 

Blur. another haa celled him the Infinite Blah. Oeperonellzing 

Cod. making hiM no more than en abstraction, impriaons the 80ul 

of men for it meke. Cod 80 remota thet he ia not raal. And 

there is nothing there for our spirits to relate to • • to be 
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, 

drewn beyond ourselvs. But the BIble presents 8 personal 

God • • certainly more than enOblong Blur or en Infinite 

81ah •• but rather 89 8 loving, comps8sion8te Being with we 

we cen have communion end to whom we can relate. 

Unless God is reel end personel to us one of our deepest 

needs cannot be mat • • thet is the need to fece Cod in edore­

ticn end surrender. Only in edoration and surrender to Cod 

ere we released from allegiance to lesser things and set free 

to be fully human. Only in adoration end surrender do things 

get placed in proper persBPective. That is the only way to 

"get it 811 together". ~e ere then able to 888 whet it Is 

ell about, whet W8 ere all about, who we really ere. And in 

discovering who w8 ere comes the relesse from the prisons of 

aimless wandering and futile effort 

We hardly will eurrender to an Oblong Blur, nor will we 

bow in adoration before an Infinite Bleh. No, our God is 

personel, he ie real •• he is, as our Lord said, like a 

Father •• one who, indeed isebove and beyond us, , yet 

nearer then breathing end ~los@ r t ha n hends e nd fee t. We 1m­

prison ourse l ves by meking God too remote, we free ourselves 

when he becomes reel to us end 8S we eow before him in adore­

tion end surrender. ror then the deepest need of the humen 

spirit is met •• to relate to something eternel end infinite­

ly i~or "' '''nt. 

1'3.. -;;rIse"," of' (?iJY(' e'Y CO/l..n.;f......,.e':cI~ - ~ _ ) '{? 
I 
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3. There 18 e thIrd way In which .8 l~rl.Dn ourselves. 

This one .e don't lIke to hear because it ia that fact that 

•• are sinner. and we don't 11k. that. Vet it 1. true. We 

are !mpriaan.d by • lack of ••anla of the realIty of sin. 

We ••aN to balieye that .e live In 8 Pollyane world where If 

.e shut our ey•• and take. daep breath everything will be 

alright/ We ought to know that the world 1s • we•• , but .1 a., 

to thInk that thru 80me modern Cinderella story .v.rythl~ ia 

goIng to cheng.. But let us race up to realIty. Prince 

Charming. ar. mighty acer•• th••• dey. and there probably ere 

none who will come dong end kiss us a.eke into a world of. 

fantasy/ 

[ lIke the kines of Wil'lem Sangster who refer. to the 

"homesickness of the aoul" There'e a BOng that Uled to be 

BUng "H.sven is my Hailll8 ll • The idea expres.ed we8 that we are ~ 

pilgrims hsre snd thst •• are just wandering thru thi. earthly 

lif••• h.aven i. whare we really belong. But that i8 a 

fanta.y •• for this world is our home . . This 81n sick world 

has beeoms the place of our living. Under Cod we ere not 

simply to wander thru it, leeving it untouched. W. ar. to 

apply our best .fforts to alter it, to chznge it until the 

hop. of our Lord "Thy kingdom coma on Berth as it is in h.a­

ven"becomel a reality. We .hell never Nk. 8ignlgicant In­

reDO. for Cod" kingdom until •• rBr.Qgnlze that sIn, .v.n our. 
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is real. 

But w. don't 11k. to ba r.min~d of it. ~e prefer to be 

celled maladjusted•• or something al... Call it whetever you 

wIll but recognize that thera 1••o~thlng funde~nt.lly .~8. 

with ~n end hie relationship to God. Let us under.tand that 

with ell our doadne•• , .U our pretaneion8, that •• ar. not 

right with God. Unduatand further thet it is not God'. will 

imprisonment of 81n 1_ the recognition that w. era sinners. 

T~n the grace of Cod cen co.. to ~ In our humility, cleanse 

..-, restore UB to Cod. and free us to lifa • 

.. cen before fr•• by getting • co~ndlng purOD'. In 
fo.-"'tt'.,o..(.,k\ <J 

.. t)t ' 

11r., by finding • rael end personel Cod. end by .ckno.l.dgl~ 

our sinful etete. Thera era ~ny other er••• which IMprl­

aon US .... our s.,.. of Insdllquacy, our aanea of gu11 t, our 

humanistic ettutde which suggest. that Cod 1. obsolete. 

let thea. thr•• , tho, be suggestive of the fect that 

w. can get out Df any prisDn which holds us by responding to 

Cod and hi. truth which .et. us fre.. Cod in Christ eet. the 

capt!\lU free, h. loo•• re the bond! that shackle our "'inde and 

spirit. end l.t them eoar into the \lery .111 and purpose. of 

Cod. jBsUi eeid, ·Verily, verily, I say unto you, if you 

abio. in .y word you shall know the truth end the truth ahall 
~ke you free. Abide in his truth. Cet out of the prisons of 
your life. Christ can ol\1e you II lIre of freedom. 


